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Founded in 1997 by Tom Andrews, Music for Change 
evolved from a community project based in 
Canterbury, called Under One Sky. The organisation 
has been leading in the field of cultural diversity in 
the arts for over 20 years with projects including Safe 
And Sound, Music in Detention, The Pledge Project 
and Pass the Passion, many of which focused on 
working with refugee and migrant people as well as 
the host community.
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“The year is 2006. A group of Kurdish asylum seekers living  
in Margate work their way through sixteen years' worth of 
Cubitt Gallery archives, organizing, editing, and then 
burying it all in a sealed box in Margate's coastal mud. This 
seems to be the narrative of Chodzko's black-and-white, 
eighty-slide projection cell-a 2006 (all works 2002). But 
things aren't that simple: The exercise has already 
happened, it's suggested; 2006 has warped into 2002, and 
Chodzko's stateless collaborators have managed to preserve 
material that doesn't yet exist.” Artforum

Adam Chodzko cell-a 2006 (2002)



   Adam Chodzko



A Hostile 
Environment (2019)  
Adam Chodzko 
commissioned for  
Platforma 5 by  
Counterpoints Arts



MID worked at Dover Immigration Removal Centre from 
2005 to 2012 in partnership with Music for Change.. 
Programmes with detainees included Balkan songs, 
workshops for Black History Month, Diwali, Chinese New 
Year and Nowruz, ‘A Song In A Day’, and Kurdish and West 
African music and dance workshops which led to 
performances at the IRC’s Culture Day.For Platforma 5 they 
ran Music After Detention, a residency and performance in 
Dover & Deal for ex-detainees led by Oliver Seagar.

Music in Detention (MID)
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In July 2005  Wendy Ewald’s photographic portraits children 
new to Margate appeared along Margate’s Sea Wall as huge, 
iconic banners.

Wendy Ewald                   Towards A Promised Land (2005) 
/ Artangel
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The Margate Exodus brought together international artists – 
including film-maker Penny Woolcock, sculptor Antony 
Gormley, and songwriters Rufus Wainwright, Brian Eno and 
Imogen Heap – alongside local musicians, singers, actors, 
costume-makers and set-builders to create a timeless story 
of identity, migration and the great movement of peoples in 
search of a promised land.

Penny Woolcock / Artangel                         Exodus (2006)
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Gravesham has the largest minority population in 
the County of Kent. Migrants arrived from the Indian 
Subcontinent from the late 1940’s looking for work. 
Exploring this history has been one of the many arts 
projects led by Gurvinder Sandher & Cohesion Plus, 
working across communities to bring people 
together.

Gulvinder Sandher        Coming to Gravesham (2010)
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Since June 2015 the Refugee Tales project has been 
walking in solidarity with Refugees, Asylum Seekers 
and Immigration Detainees. As the project walks it 
reclaims the landscape of South East England for the 
language of welcome.

Refugee Tales (2015)



 Refugee Tales



 Refugee Tales



An exhibition featuring artists from across the 
region: Hong Dam, Jay Gearing & Amanda Rigby, Gil 
Mualem Doron, Edi Mandala, and Josepa Munoz. Plus 
theatre performance from Ellen Muriel, and live 
music from Kotchin & Azza.

Platforma South East at Turner Contemporary (2016)
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Young people from Sudan, Afghanistan, Eritrea, 
Vietnam, Syria and Morocco, who had recently 
arrived in the UK, worked with photographer Jason 
Pay to capture images of the local area. As part of 
the project they were given disposable cameras to 
take photos outside of the sessions.

Gulbenkian / The Beaney / KRAN  My England 
(2016)
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Mooch is a practice specialising in public realm art and 
design. Recent projects include PERFUGIUM MISERIS – an 
installation in Ramsgate harbour working with the Latin 
motto, meaning “refuge for those in need”, which is carved 
into the Ramsgate lighthouse. Worse Things Happen At Sea 
features a Morse code soundtrack within the Ramsgate 
lighthouse listing over a thousand names of vessels lost on 
the Goodwin Sands

Mooch 
Perfugium Miseris (2017) 
Worse Things Happen at Sea (2019)
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Worse Things Happen At Sea



A project led by textile artist Anna Ray and a group of 
mothers living in Ashford  long term residents and recently 
resettled Syrian women. Commissioned by People United, 
The Diocese of Canterbury and Ashford Borough Council, 
funded by Arts Council England.

Anna Ray                               Home (2018)
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KRAN Fam is Gulbenkian’s drama group for young refugees 
and asylum-seekers aged 16 and above, delivered in 
partnership with Kent Refugee Action Network. 
  
“When I got involved and met all the guys, I met all of you 
there, we get in touch, we get like a family now”

KRAN Fam
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A participatory artwork made in collaboration with survivors 
of modern-day slavery and human trafficking, supported by 
Migrant Help and Arts Council England.

Joy C Martindale                  Lilacs in Bloom (2019)
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This project aims to create a new photographic 
n a r r a t i v e o f a t o w n t h a t i s c h a n g i n g 
demographically. It also aims to start difficult 
conversations around the idea of home, belonging 
and the implications of migration. Aida ran a related 
worksop at Turner Contemporary, Margate.

Aida Silvestri           Why Folkestone/Why Margate 
(2019)



Why Margate?


